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The Amazing Deception Which Sent the Beautiful Spy
Mata Hari, Rouged, Perfumed

and Happy, to Face a Firing
Squad Whose Guns She
Believed Were Loaded
with Blanks

Two Pictures of Mata-Hari,
the Oriental Dancer and
Most Dangerous Spy of the
War, Whose Death Agony
Furnishes the Mystery That
Is Now Exciting Paris—
“The Woman With the
Body of a Goddess and the
Charms of a Demon.”
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% “With a gay and voluptuous gesture Mata-Hari buried her face _ ¥ = : . 3 el /s (el

" in her orange blossom bouquet, confident that the execution i 28 e P oo 74 LS o 2% §
squad would fire only blank cartridges at her” o = / 2 A\
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at the way Mata-Hari, the fescinat- mark this detail—a huge bouquet, ) / . & : ; i
ing Duteh Orlental dancer and spy, of orange blossoms. Altogether y | 5 ; e
went to her denth. she seemed more like a bride go-
She was pavly dressed and acted as Ing to n wedding, an exotic Oriental sort
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though she were enjoving a dramntic tri-
unmph instead of golng to her execution,
Was it the suprome courage of the woman
that led her 1o face death so gavly? Even
at the time many persons thought it was
not rational that a woman who had becomae
o Epy for money should laugh at death,
Wirs it not more probable that (here wns
some other reason, hitherto concealed, for
her stranpgely frivolous behavior?

A widely cireulated report has becomea
current in France that Mata-Harl had re-
ceived &4 promise that she should be al-
lowed 10 escape at the Just moment, and
that this gecounted for hey gay and callouy
demennor .

The repdrt appears to have orfginated
with some friends of the Meturesque and
eallunt young Prs nehman, Plerre de Mor-
Hssae, who is now in retirement amd exile
and was a devoted admirer of the dancer,
Those who spread the story are unwilling
1o diseuss it now, ps they fear it will liring
them into trouble, The Frone Govern-
ment has ordered o gearching investlga-
tHon into the whole subject, with a view of
finding out what truth there js in the eur-
rent reports, and i they ure substantiated
ol p shing all porsons who were guilty
with the grovest acts of stute,
Ywho had beon intimate with

richest of the financiers and
"Jeunesse dorea™ of France, Germany, Eng-
Innd and other cou Iries, was convicted,

‘ery prolonged proceedings, of soll-
tain seerets of the tanks and othey

itary informition ta the Germans,
sSeveral Lighly placed Frenchmen made
the mpst strenuous Elurts Lo save her life,
in spite of the possible dunger to them-

’ RO among them not the least
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e gallant Pierre doe Mor-

Oof the duntest of hier adinirers.
cd an appeal from her first ¢omne-
the court-martial, and her Bxe-
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# but the evidenca of her
overyhely her acts of
HINCTOns that ¢ higher court
bt confirm her sentonce,
No180T the beavtiful Mata-
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of wedding, than a poor condemned pris.
oner,

And here Is the reason why the con-
demned Mata-Harl was 80 gay and deb-
onair. Some one high in authority, it is
whispered, said to her before the execu-
tion:

“Mata-Harl, wa are not golng to kill you,
You are too beautiful to die. T could not
prevent the death s=entence from being
passed, but I have arranged that it shall
not be carried into effect. When the sol-
diers are called to attention, preparatory
to the order to fire, bury your face in this
bounuet of orange blossoms. It will help
You te maintain your composure. Whan
You hiear the report of the rifles fall to the
ground, as though you were dead,

“They will fire blank cartridges, that
will not harm even the surface of your
beuutiful skin, Do not make any outery,
Do not show any fear. I will take care of
you afterwards."”

‘This, then, was the reason why Mata.
Hari faced her dreadfu] fate, nol merely
with ealmness. but with brazen gayely,
When she arrived at Vineennes the mili
tary commandant took hey record, accord-
Ing to the rules., She answered his ques-
tlons with a gay toss of the liecad and a
flash of her dark eves, Without delay sha
was led Lo the parade ground.

The officer in command consulied her
as to how she wished to face the firing
squad.  With the ntmost nonchalanee kha
declared that she would remain standing,
with her eyes unbandaged. Defore taking
up her position. ns ordered, she executed
A pirouette with all her old dancer's skill.
Her frivolity amazed the soldiers and flled
them with a certain admiration. Har dis-
regard of death has sinee then been com-
mon talk among old soldicrs.

“I am ready whenever you are, my chil.

'en,” she called out cheerfully. “Firg
straight at iy heart.”

At the word of commanid twenty soldiers
ridsed thele rifles to their shouiders. Matn-
ilarl buried *cr face in hey great bouguet,
of orange blossoms with o voluptuous ges.
Lure.

“Fire!™ rang ont the command,

Mata-Harl erumbled to the earth, her
budy  plerced by nearly twenty boallets,

one had fooled Ler,  But what was
the meaning of this tracic faoling?

Did  spmebody (el hor she would be
caved just to spiare her feclings, to save
her from the agony of anticiputing death
and to prevent the painful Se2nes which a
wWomuan micht easily have caused? Was it
really Kindness thus to deceive her? Was
it the Freneh conception of chivalry that
prompied the aet—the chivalry that BilVY
i Woman should never suffer any avold-
nhle st ! Was it the plun of some
officlal, who aimed o avoid shocking
seenes which  could certainly reflect no
credit on the Government ”

That the deception wps tdue to one ot

* ralses is the opinion of halt of
those who have heard of the strange epi-
siwle,  On the other hand, there are others
who hellove that the plan to rescue her
Wis the work of a lover; that {1 way meant
to he earried through successfully, and
that through some other official’s act the
seheme was frostrated.  Tho Ereat prob-
lom, then, is to find out 1If anybody hapd
the power to save her and who it was that
fntertered with his schomo,

According to an artist, who moved in
the same cirelo as Mata-lart and her
friends, the man whn told her that he
would reseue her added these words after
those already quoted:

“After You have fallen to the earth the
soldiers will go away. Then 1 will pick up

th

wash W9

A

Ty G

PRIV

The Intrigue of “La Tosca’” and the Roman Chief
of Police, a Historic Episode That
Closely Resembles the Story
of Mata-Hari's

{C}) 1920, Tnternational Feature Serviee, Ine, Gireat Dritain Righls Reserved.

your body lenderly, put It in a eoffin, and
transport it over the frontier into Spain,
where we can live happily. Ilave no fear,
dear hearl.” L]

Thare Is a horrible fascination in specu-
lating what must have been the agony of
Mata-Harl when for an instant shoe felt the
tonch of the bullets and knew that she
had been fooled, How much suffering is
it possible to compress into the brisef spreoe
in which one can feel the deadly Impact
of the bullel before lite departs? Thore
are some who argue that a lifetime of suf-
fering can be condensed Into an Instant.
If that be so, Mata-Hari must have suffered
to the full, for she loved life to the utter-
most, and the thought that she had been
tricked would have been unspeakable tor-
ment,

If Mata Harl's death avas due to a
functionary who decefved her would-he
rescuer It Dbears a curious resem-
blance to the famous drama of “la
Toszea,” which Is well known to have
been founded on actual evenlas of the
Napoleonic pgriod in RRome, In that case
the singer “Tosca” had obtalned from the
chief of police, in return for the promise
of her favors, an order that the soldlors
should fire blank cartridges at hor con-
demned lover, At the same timo the vil-
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lalnous chlef gave sceret orders that they
should shoot to kill. Thus poor Tosca had
the agony of watching the killing of her
lover when she was anticipating the de-
light of leading him away to safety.

Pierre de Mortissao, whom the Parisian
club world insists on associating with the
Mata-tarl tragedy, was one of the most
brilliant. figures in Paris. He won the
Cross of the Legion of Honor in the war
and was desperately wounded. Then ha
became known as the latest and most in-
fatunted of tie many lovers of Mata-Hari,

He has repented of all his follies and
extravagances und today is atoning for
the past as a bare-footed monk in the clols-
ters of the Cartuja of Miraflores, near
Burgos, in Spain.

Mata-Hari, in many ways the most sin-
ister and pleturesque flgure of the war,
was the daughler of a Dutch Kast Indian
planter and a pative woman. She learned
to dance as o temple girl, married a Scotch
baronet, Sir Malcolm MacLceod, whom she
deserted, and then went to Europe. Her
first succosses as a dancer were made in
(iermany, and there ghe attracted o circla
of admirers, including several prominent
noblemen and financiers, It was then that
the Germany secret service planned to use
her as a spy.
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